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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ASKS GOVERNMENT TO RECONSIDER RESIGNATION 
REQUEST 

REF: HELSINKI 0983 

1. ONCE AGAIN CONPOUNDING EXPECTATION PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 
RESPONDED TO THE RESIGNATION REQUEST OP PRIME MINISTER 
MIETTUNEN'S PIVE-PARTY COALITION GOVERNMENT ON MAY 13 BY 
QUOTING THE PHYSICIAN'S FAMILIAR PHRASE "WE SHALL SEE." 

HE THEN ASKED THE LEADERSHIP OF THE COALITION PARTIES TO 
CONSIDER CONTINUING GOVERNMENT COOPERATION IF THE OTHER 
PARTIES CAN AGREE TO THE COMMUNIST AND PEOPLE'S DEMOCRAT 
MEMBERS VOTING AGAINST AN INCREASE IN THE SALES TAX. 

2. TWO PARTIES, THE CENTER PARTY AND THE LIBERAL PEOPLE'S 
PARTY, ACCEPTED THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL IMMEDIATELY. 

THE OTHER PARTIES ARE TO GIVE THEIR RESPONSES BY THE 
PRESIDENT'S DEADLINE OP NEXT TUESDAY, MAY 18. THE 
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SWEDISH PEOPLE'S PARTY - THE THIRD "CENTREIST " PARTY- 
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IS EXPECTED TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL TODAY (MAY 14). 

THE COMMUNISTS MEET ON SUNDAY AND ARE ALSO EXPECTED 
TO ACCEPT, ALTHOUGH THEIR MINORITY EACTION WILL OPPOSE 
THE PROPOSAL AS THEY HAVE ALL ALONG OPPOSED PARTY'S 
PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT. QUESTION IS MOST DIFEI- 
CULT EOR SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. THEY ARE NOT READY TO DEEY 
KEKKONEN, HOWEVER, BUT WILL ADD CONDITIONS WHICH MAY 
BE TOO MUCH EOR CENTRISTS TO SWALLOW. 

3. IN MEETING WITH PARTIES PRESIDENT RULED OUT NEW 
ELECTIONS BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT CONTRIBUTE TO RESOLU- 
TION OE PRESENT DIEFICULTIES. HE JUSTIFIED REQUEST EOR 
CONTINUED FIVE-PARTY GOVERNMENT BY SAYING THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT IN SIGHT IF PRESENT ONE DISINTEGRATES. 

4. COMMENT: KEKKONEN'S ACTION SURPRISED EVEN THE PRIME 
MINISTER. BUT THE PRESIDENT SEEMS TO HAVE BOUGHT A 
LITTLE MORE TIME FOR THE MIETTUNEN GOVERNMENT. OUR 
CONVERSATIONS TODAY WITH A VARIETY OE POLITICAL LEADERS 
INDICATE THAT NO ONE WILL OPENLY OPPOSE THE PRESIDENT. 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTARIANS, INCLUDING SDP SECRE- 
TARY ULE SUNDQUIST, SAY PARTY WILL ACCEPT KEKKKONEN 
PROPOSAL ON CONDITION THAT THEIR RECENTLY PUBLISHED 
ECONOMIC PACKAGE IS ADOPTED BY GOVERNMENT. CENTRIST 
PARTIES CANNOT ACCEPT MANY OP SDP PROPOSALS AND SDP 
WILL EITHER MODIPY ITS POSITION OR, MORE LIKELY, COUCH 

ITS CONDITIONS INITIALLY IN TERMS ACCEPTABLE TO OTHER 
PARTIES. SUNDQVIST TOLD POLOPP THAT SDP WILL AT 
MINIMUM INSIST THAT COALITION PARTNERS TAKE THEIR 
PROPOSALS SERIOUSLY. SUNDQVIST FORESEES 
DEBATE ON GOVERNMENT PROGRAM CONTINUING FOR SEVERAL 
MORE WEEKS, INCLUDING SALES TAX ISSUE. 

5. KEKKONEN IS STILL COMMITTED TO THE BROAD-BASED 
GOVERNEMNT HE CREATED LAST NOVEMBER AND HAS DEMONSTRATED 
YET AGAIN HIS UNDISPUTED MASTERY OP PINNISH POLITICS. 

THERE IS RISING CRITICISM, HOWVER, OP THE DILUTION OP 
TRADITIONAL PARLIAMENTARY RESPONSIBILITY AND SPECULATION 
THAT THE CONTINUED DEFERRAL OF HARD DECISIONS IS A POLICY 
OP DIMINISHING RETURNS. WHEN ONE MEMBER OF THE COALITION 
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IS ALLOWED TO DISAGREE ON AN IMPORTANT ISSUE THE OTHERS 
WILL SOON DEMAND THE SAME RIGHT FOR THEMSELVES. DESPITE 
KEKKONEN'S REJECTION OP ELECTIONS NOW SUNDQVIST, EOR ONE, 
PREDICTS THAT NEW ELECTIONS WILL COME AS SOON AS EARLY 
1977. MEANWHILE THE "POLITICAL FARCE", AS ONE 
COALITION PARTY LEADER TERMED IT, CONTINUES AND THE ONLY 
THING PREDICTABLE ABOUT PINNISH POLITICS IS ITS 
UNPREDICTABILITY. WITH THIS CAVEAT IN MIND THE MIETTUNEN 
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GOVERNMENT NOW LOOKS LIKE IT WILL CONTINUE EOR SEVERAL 
MORE WEEKS BUT WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO MAKE THE 
HARD CHOICES ON HOW BEST TO APPLY ITS LIMITED 
RESOURCES TO THE NATION'S TANGIBLE ECONOMIC 
ILLS. 
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